
Teacher Notes – Session 1; 

How do we debate the important topics and issues in our lives? 

Slide 1 - 

Students are going to watch the first 11 minutes from an episode of Question Time before discussing 

first impressions of the format and of the people taking part in the debate.  The context is COVID 

and they will be thinking about why there is a range of people taking part in the debate.  The 

discussion of the format should be in pairs or small groups and will need Teacher input to stimulate 

ideas among the students. 

 The Samosa Media Ltd. www.thesamosa.co.uk Arts & 

The Samosa Media Ltd. www.thesamosa.co.uk Arts & Education & Journalism. Reg’d Charity 1165245 Impact Brixton Hub – 17A Electric Lane, Brixton, SW9 8LA. Samosa Media’s 
Education work is supported by The Portal Trust and The Foundation for Future London. Email info@thesamosa.org.uk

for Future London. Email info@thesamosa.org.uk



Slide 2 – 

Here students will be working on a worksheet in their Question Time Booklet. They will discuss with 

a partner or a small group the role and knowledge that each debate participant brings to Question 

Time before writing a full sentence on each. There is an example sentence for Mary Somerset Webb 

as a model. 

Teacher input to stimulate thinking might give context to each participant that can be gauged from 

watching the first 11 minutes of the episode.  Emphasis needs to be on the role of expert knowledge 

and on the need to have a Labour and a Conservative Politician. Matt Hancock was also a 

Government Minister for Health at the time. 

 The Samosa Media Ltd. www.thesamosa.co.uk Arts & for Future London. Email info@thesamosa.org.uk

The Samosa Media Ltd. www.thesamosa.co.uk Arts & Education & Journalism. Reg’d Charity 1165245 Impact Brixton Hub – 17A Electric Lane, Brixton, SW9 8LA. Samosa Media’s 
Education work is supported by The Portal Trust and The Foundation for Future London. Email info@thesamosa.org.uk



Slide 3 – 

Students are going to watch 3 clips of people debating to form ideas on what makes an effect 

participant in a debate.  Each clip has a different format and context and this will need to explored. 

There are three bullet points under each clip graphic to aid thinking and discussion. 

David Lammy is hosting a Radio phone in and takes a question on his nationality and right to 

describe himself as British/English. Lammy deals with the caller very carefully and politely even 

though the call might be very a very personal attack on him that is essentially racist. 

Diane Abbott – MP – is asking a question in Parliament to the then Home Secretary Savid Javid. 

Abbott is bringing up a topic that is unpopular but where there is a very moral angle and is 

suggesting that the Conservative Government is anti Muslim in not considering the rights of a young 

Muslim women who left the UK to join a Terrorism group. She was a child when she left the UK and 

the Government were not allowing her to return.  

The clip from Good Morning Britain is about a proposed law to ban the wearing of head scarfs in 

shops and workplaces.  The young Muslim women is asked to explain the importance of this 

traditional dress for Muslims and while being interrupted she explains how the head scarf means 

different things to different women and in doing challenges the idea that all Muslims are the same. 
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Slide 4 – 

This is the final slide for the first session and covers ideas about when debating goes wrong as well 

as asking students to consider what they have learnt in a plenary activity. 

Students will watch the clip of Prime Ministers Questions to see how in Parliament a serious set of 

questions can be thrown of track when one of the debaters refuses to engage positively in 

discussion. Having watched the clip students are asked to discuss with a partner or in a small group 

before taking a note of 3 things that spoil the debate. 

For the Plenary students are asked to consider 4 things that make a good debater. They will make a 

note of the 4 ideas in their Question Time Booklet. 
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