
Teacher Notes – Session 2 - what are current affairs and who decides 
what is important? 

The opening to this session is all about getting students to recognise that certain types of issues and 

topics are debated nationally. Hopefully they will understand something of the four examples given 

as well as the two topics discussed in the Economist film. The role of the teacher is to facilitate a 

short discussion to bring out that understanding and to give students confidence that they can 

participate in debate and discussion of these sorts of ‘Current Affairs.’ 

Students agree topics and will write notes about a national, a global and a school based issue in their 

workbook. 
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In this activity you are going to lead a class discussion and the selection of three news stories from 

the BBC News website. The Hyperlink will take you to today’s Headlines page. You need to help the 

students select the three stories by giving them a sense of what each is about so that they can 

prioritise levels of importance. Please encourage the whole class to take part in picking the three 

stories rather than allowing a small number to decide on everyone’s behalf. 

Once the class has decided on the three most significant stories they will write a brief summary on 

each in their workbook. 
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Everyone will have lots of ideas and opinions about the way that COVID has impacted their lives. This 

activity is designed to get the students talking and debating the issues on a topic where they have 

lots of knowledge. Your role is to keep a good pace so that each of the four sub topics are discussed. 

You should move the discussion on every three minutes.  If you feel that there is time you could ask 

selected students to feedback to the class as a plenary. 
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The final activity for this session involves students debating three topics that every school aged 

teenager in the country will have an opinion about.  Again, the idea here is to have students discuss 

and debate on a topic where they feel confident and where they may have direct experience. If 

there is a topic in your school that is live and where students will be discussing it outside lessons 

please ask students to drop one of the suggested topics and substitute in the school specific one. 

For each topic the student workbook asks that they start by thinking about opposite side of the issue 

that a teenager might be expected to agree with. The idea here is that when debating we must be 

able to see both sides of the topic. 

There is a note taking page in the student booklet for students to record their ideas. 
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